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BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention relates generally to a tax refund system, and more 
particularly, to a system in which a taxpayer receives a loan based on his or her 
estimated tax refund prior to the year end holidays of the calendar year preceding the 
year in which the taxpayer files his or her tax return forms. In a preferred embodiment 
of the present invention a taxpayer may have an estimated refund amount in their 
possession prior to the December holidays and prior to filing his or her tax return 
forms for that tax year. 

Tax refunds are available when a taxpayer pays too much tax during a tax year. 
By completing tax return forms and filing them with the proper taxing authority, the 
taxpayer may receive a refund for the amount overpaid. Often taxpayers use tax 
preparation companies to prepare and electronically file their tax return forms with the 
taxing authority. In circumstances where a taxpayer has used a tax preparation 
company on repeated and consecutive years, the tax preparation company may be able 
to estimate the amount of a tax refund the taxpayer will be entitled to receive for the 
current tax year, prior to the completion of that tax year. By doing a trend analysis as 
well as looking at current year income levels, the tax preparation company can arrive 
at a reasonable approximation of the amount of tax refund the taxpayer will be entitled 
to receive for that tax year. In exchange for the taxpayer assigning the tax refund 
amount to the tax preparation company or lending entity, the tax preparation company 
by itself or through a financial institution may provide the taxpayer with a loan in an 
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amount less than, orequal to or greater than the estimated tax refund amount due the 
taxpayer for that tax year. 

Refund anticipation loans are known, in which a taxpayer receives a loan in 
anticipation of a tax refund due. However, in these situations the tax information is 
completed for the tax year for which the refund is due prior to the loan being granted 
to the taxpayer. In other words, the tax preparation company has completed the tax 
return forms necessary to file with the taxing authority before the loan is approved. 
This is contrary to the present invention in which the tax return forms are not able to 
be completed because the year end information is not yet known. Instead, with the 
present invention, a loan is provided to the taxpayer based on trend analysis from prior 
year's tax returns as well as other personal information supplied by the taxpayer. In 
this manner, with the present invention, taxpayers may receive a loan prior to the year- 
end holidays in order to be able to spend the anticipated tax refund for holiday 
shopping. 

The present invention will be described in greater detail hereinafter. The 
present invention is described in the form of preferred embodiments and is not to be 
limited to those preferred embodiments but instead shall be given the broadest scope 
of protection affordable under the law in view of the allowed claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 is a flow diagram of a preferred embodiment of the present 

invention; and 

Figure 2 is a schematic view of a preferred embodiment of the system 
of the present invention. 



DETAIL DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
Referring now to the drawings, there is shown a preferred embodiment of the 
system of the present invention. With the present invention, a taxpayer may receive a 
loan in an amount estimated to be approximately the amount the taxpayer will receive 
in his or her tax refund from the taxing authority, and the loan will be given to the 
taxpayer prior to the end of the tax year (for example, the calendar year end), in time 
for the taxpayer to use the money for holiday expenses. Furthermore, because the loan 
is being given before the end of the tax year the taxpayer cannot yet file his or her tax 
return forms with the taxing authority because all of the information necessary to 
process the tax forms is not yet available. 

In order to accomplish the present invention, a lending company preferably 
knows the estimated tax refund amount that the taxpayer should receive in subsequent 
months after filing his or her tax return. In order to do this, the loan granting entity 
preferably looks at the historical tax refund amount for that taxpayer. In other words, 
the loan granting entity may review recent years historical tax refund data for the 
taxpayer. In a preferred embodiment of the present invention the lending entity 
examines the last three years tax overpayments refunded to the taxpayer. With 
historical data the lending entity preferably then looks at the year to date income and 
other personal data for the taxpayer for that tax year. With the historical data and the 
year to date data for the current tax year, the loan granting entity can estimate with 
reasonable accuracy the tax refund amount that will be due the taxpayer for the current 
tax year. Under the present invention the lending entity preferably uses the first three 
quarters of the year or more, of year to date information from the taxpayer for the 
current tax year. With three quarters of the current tax year information available to 



the loan granting sfftity and with the historical tax data the lending entity is able to 
arrive at a reasonably accurate tax return amount due the taxpayer for the current tax 
year once the current tax year is over. 

The lending entity may use computer software specially designed to assist in 
making the needed calculations to determine the estimated tax return amount due the 
taxpayer. Furthermore, the information used by the lending entity (such as the 
historical tax data) may be supplied by the taxpayer electronically, such as via a 
computer network, such as the Internet. Or, the taxpayer may supply the information 
in person at the lending office or elsewhere and the necessary calculations may be 
done manually such as accomplished in traditional tax preparation offices. 

A preferred embodiment of the present invention will now be described in the 
way of an example. A taxpayer wishes to receive a pre-holiday loan in anticipation of 
his or her tax refund for the current tax year. The taxpayer takes his or her 
information to a tax preparer and/or to a lending entity offering the system of the 
present invention. In this example, the taxpayer provides the tax preparer with his or 
her last three years of tax return data, which would include the taxpayer's prior three 
years tax returns. If the taxpayer has used the same tax preparer for those prior three 
years, the tax preparer may have maintained a database of tax return information for 
that taxpayer as well as other taxpayers served by that tax preparer. In the latter case, 
the taxpayer would not have to supply the tax preparer with prior years tax 
information since the tax preparer would have that information readily available in a 
computerized database. For this example, assume that the taxpayer had an income of 
$32,000 in year 1996 and a $1,500 tax refund for that tax year. In 1997, assume that 
the taxpayer had a $34,000 annual income and a tax refund amount of $1,600. In 
1998, assume that the taxpayer had an income of $38,500, and a tax refund amount of 



$1,850. Also assuHe that the taxpayer has given the tax preparer information for the 
current tax year that his or her income for the first nine months of the year has been 
$30,000. Extrapolating the current year to date income information, the tax preparer 
may assume that the taxpayer will earn $40,000 for the current year. If the taxpayer's 
tax deductions are not likely to significantly change for the current tax year, as 
compared to the prior three tax years, then a tax preparer may assume that the tax 
owed for the current tax year will be about the same percentage of income as in the 
prior three years, assuming that the tax rates have not changed. The tax preparer 
would also receive information about the nine months taxes paid by the taxpayer for 
the current tax year. If the taxpayer was having taxes withheld at the same rate as the 
prior three years, and factoring in the tax rates set by the taxing authority, after 
running the calculation to estimate the current tax year tax refund, the tax preparer 
may conclude that the taxpayer will receive a $1,900 tax refund for the current tax 
year after the current tax year is completed. 

With this information, either the tax preparer or another lending entity may 
agree to provide the taxpayer with a tax refund loan in advance of the year end 
holidays for the current tax year. The process for granting loans in anticipation of a 
tax refund is well known to one of ordinary skill in the art. The unique distinctions 
with respect to the present invention are that the loan is granted before the end of the 
current tax year which to the present inventor's knowledge has never been done 
before, and the fact that the loan is granted on an estimated tax refund amount as 
opposed to being based on an actual completed tax form for a complete tax year. 

The lending entity may be any entity able to process and supply the loan to the 
taxpayer. In a preferred embodiment the lending entity is a financial institution such 
as a bank or savings and loan. However, the lending entity would not have to be a 




financial institutio!rand could be practically any entity able to loan money to a 
taxpayer. A professional tax preparer is also not essential to the purpose of the 
present invention, however it is preferred to use a professional tax preparer, such as H 
& R Block Tax Services. It is preferred to use a professional tax preparer because the 
taxpayer may have a prior relationship with the tax preparer and the tax preparer may 
have maintained a database of tax information related to that taxpayer. However, it 
should be recognized that the present invention may be accomplished without the 
services of a professional tax preparer. In another embodiment of the present 
invention a taxpayer may supply a lending entity with prior years tax return 
information for that taxpayer as well as year to date current tax year information to 
enable the lending entity to use the process of the present invention to provide the 
taxpayer with a pre-holiday current year loan in advance of the completion of the 
current tax year. 

Having shown and described a preferred embodiment of the present invention, 
those skilled in the art will realize that many variations and modifications may be 
made to the described invention and still be within the scope of the claimed invention. 
Thus many of the elements indicated above may be altered or replaced by different 
elements which will provide the same or substantially the same result and fall within 
the spirit of the claimed invention. It is the intention therefore to limit the invention 
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only as indicated by the scope of the claims. 



25 



6 



